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into the supposed action and use of drugs in treating the sick, the
disagreement was bitter and deep-seated.
Followers of the allopathic system, he said, known also as old
school regular medicine, outweighed the others in number, if not
in zeal, and in general had the highest professional standing. They
held that cures were made by giving large doses of drugs which
produce effects opposite to those manifested by the disease. On
the face of it this seemed reasonable enough. But homoeopaths, on
the contrary, swore by the law of similars, arguing hody that like
cures like, that diseases respond most favourably to minute doses
of that drug which, when given to a healthy person in large doses,
cause symptoms similar to those found in the disease to be treated.
Dr. Ganney believed that trends in modern science gave some
weight to this theory.
Another school of medical thought and practice was the eclectic,
a comparatively recent attempt to modernize the oldest system of
them all, but still based on pragmatism. They held that medicines,
preferably herbs, were to be administered if, when and where they
had been found by experience to be effective, Dr. Canney deplored
this very unscientific attitude on the part of a noble profession, but
he confessed that if he were the patient he would probably be less
interested in why and how than in whether or not what he was
taking had cured others with similar complaints. He advised me to
first look into the schools in which he was teaching. Although one
was allopathic and the other homoeopathic, they both were good
and about equal in professional standing. Should I choose the
first I would have the advantage of being already well grounded
in its materia medica, but this would be of even greater value to
me if I chose the second. He was sure either would give me a
good start towards a satisfactory medical education.
Prospective medical students in the first school at which I
appEed wane interviewed by the registrar, He was very courteous
aad businesslike and, after inquiring into my preparatory studies,
waived the formality of an entrance examination, rather urging
me to matriculate at once. Tuition fees were graduated from two
fanmirai dollars the first year up to four hundred for the final o0e.
He regretted that opportunities to work around the college in
payment of tuition were unlikely, but arrangements were some-
times made to defer the last payment until after graduation. Hie
next regular term would begin IB. September.